
COVID-19 and family law issues
during lockdown

                         legal   inform
ation

The Queensland Government has mandated new 

lockdown restrictions in the 11 identified local 

government areas (LGAs). Commencing from 

4 pm on 31 July 2021, you are not permitted to 

leave your place of residence unless for essential 

purposes. More information about what is 

considered an ‘essential’ purpose and the specific 

LGAs can be found here.

From 1 am on 4 August 2021, the restrictions 

were amended to provide an exception to the ten-

kilometre radius rule to facilitate shared parenting 

arrangements (both formal and informal).

EXCEPTION TO THE TEN-
KILOMETER RADIUS RULE

Complying wih a parenting order, a 
parenting plan or informal  
parenting agreement

The Queensland Health Directive, which is currently 
valid until 4 pm on 8 August 2021 (but may be 
extended), provides that as an exception to the 
lockdown rules, if you live in one of the 11 LGAs 
in lockdown, you can leave your home (including 
travelling further than a ten-kilometre radius from 
your home) to facilitate time for your child/children 
with the other parent if you have:

• parenting orders
• a written parenting plan
• an informal agreement with the other parent.

You can travel into one of the 11 lockdown LGAs to 
collect or drop off your child/children to facilitate 
all shared parenting, child contact and sibling 
contact arrangements (not just court determined).

PARENTING ORDERS AND 
VULNERABLE PERSONS
You do not have to facilitate the time with the other 

parent as set out in your court orders if it will 

result in contact with people who are particularly 

vulnerable to COVID-19, or if you and/or your child/

children are subject to a specific self-quarantining 

or self-isolation direction. If you are unsure of who 

would be considered as a vulnerable person, you 

should obtain legal advice about your specific 

circumstances. A vulnerable person might include 

a seventy-year-old grandparent who lives with the 

other parent.

CARRY A COPY OF YOUR 
PARENTING ORDERS AT  
ALL TIMES

You should ensure that you have a copy of your 

court orders available with you when you travel to 

facilitate time for the children and the other parent, 

in case you need to show this to the authorities.

REMOVING YOURSELF FROM 
HARM OR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

You can leave your home to avoid illness or injury 

or to escape a risk of harm, including escaping 

a risk of harm related to domestic and family 

violence. You can also leave your home to access 

support from a domestic and family violence 

support service.

https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/public-health-directions/restrictions-impacted-areas
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NON-COMPLIANCE WITH 
PARENTING ORDERS DURING 
COVID-19

If you do not comply with the parenting order and you 
withhold a child/children, the other parent may make 
an application to court. If you think that there are valid 
reasons for the child to be withheld, you should obtain 

legal advice about your specific circumstances.

CHANGES TO PARENTING 
ARRANGEMENTS

If you and the other parent agree that your child/
children should remain with the parent they are 
currently with for a period of time in order to limit 
possible exposure to Covid-19, and if that agreement is 
different from your current parenting orders or consent 
orders, then you should ensure that any agreement is 
confirmed in writing by both parents (e.g. in an email or 

text message).

MEDICAL TREATMENT

If your parenting orders or parenting agreement state 
that you and the other parent have equal shared parental 
responsibility, then you must both share decision 
making about medical treatment and immunisation for 
your child/children. If you have no orders or agreement 
in place, then there is a presumption that both parents 
have equal shared parental responsibility.

ONGOING COURT MATTERS

If you have a current matter before the court, you 
may be asked to appear by telephone. You can 
create an online Comcourts account so that you can 
access your online file. You can create an account 
by following the instructions at this webpage  
(https://www.comcourts.gov.au/). 

Your online file will show any changes to dates that may 
occur in your matter. You should ensure that the court 

has your current contact details.

INABILITY TO PAY CHILD SUPPORT 
DUE TO REDUCED INCOME

You are still responsible for paying child support. If you 
are struggling financially, consider talking to the other 
parent to reach an amicable solution. If you cannot 
reach a resolution, you should contact the Child Support 

Agency and also seek independent legal advice.

Disclaimer
This information is intended only as a guide. It is not a substitute for legal advice. 

No responsibility is accepted for any loss, damage or injury, financial or otherwise, suffered by any person acting or 
relying on information contained in or omitted from this publication.
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Know Your Rights!   www.queenslandlawhandbook.org.au
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